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University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES

Application for Seed funding for research in 2024
CLOSING DATE: 20 March 2024 end of business, no late or incomplete applications will be accepted!
· The aim of the FRC “Seed funding” grant is to provide initial funds for exceptional projects to allow these research areas to become established. Seed funding seeks to help researchers establish a programme of work to carry over into the next coming years. 
· Complete this form to apply for the above grant. Only one project application will be considered from a single individual. 
· Please complete this form on a computer. No hand-written applications will be accepted.

· Only persons who are Faculty of Health Sciences (Wits) staff may apply for funding. Thus, applications are welcome from full-time members of academic staff and staff who hold joint appointments with GHD, NHLS or WHC. Staff must have completed a higher degree within the last five years (2019 – 2023). Assistant lecturers, assistant researchers and staff on a contract of less than two years are not eligible to apply for funding.
· Seed Funding will not fund applications requesting for publication costs, laptops, travel costs and accommodation for data collection purposes. Salaries for research assistants, etc, will only be considered if it is well motivated for and will be considered on a case by case basis
· Seed funding available in 2024 will be up to R70 000 per project. Funding must be utilised by 31 October 2024 and will not roll over into 2025.
· Should you be awarded Seed Funding, you are required to submit a final progress report on how you utilised the funds by 12 December 2024. 
*NOTE: If eligible, you can apply for both Seed Funding and Start-up Funding. However, if successful you will only be awarded from one funding source. 

SECTION 1 – BIOGRAPHICAL


Family name: 


Given names:
  

Title:                
                     Current position:                     

Telephone number:  

Fax number:


Cell number:

E-mail address:
 

School:




Department:

Hospital (if applicable): 
Physical Address (Office):    

	Academic qualifications

	Degree(s)/diploma(s)
	University/Institution
	Year of graduation

	
	
	


1.1
Applicants (to be completed by all staff at lecturer/researcher level or above, including joint appointees)

Staff number: 

School: 




Department:




Year of first appointment:   



Current position:




Joint staff?   Yes 

   No 


If “Yes”, other employer

Member of a research entity (e.g. Group, Unit or Programme) formally recognised by University Research Committee or Faculty Research Committee?                        






Yes 

No 

If “Yes”,     
Name of entity: 



Head of entity:
	Occupation since graduating with a higher degree (including posts at this University)

	Year(s)
	Name of employer
	Position held

	
	
	


SECTION 2 – RECENT RESEARCH OUTPUT
In support of your application, please submit, as an addendum, a list of research publications, conferences to which you personally contributed (i.e. personally presented a paper or poster, or chaired a session etc.), details (names, degrees, year of graduation) of doctoral and masters students who have graduated under your supervision (please indicate whether it was full supervision or co-supervision – indicate percentage), indicate what your contribution was and any other relevant and assessable research outputs, for the last three years (2021 – 2023) only. 
If you have no relevant research outputs yet, omit the addendum, but tick this box 

(If the box is not ticked and no addendum is given, your application will not be considered)
SECTION 3 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION
(Font case for Section 3 not less than 10-point)

Project title: 

Main aim/s of the project: (Not more than 200 words) 


Where will the research be carried out? 


Have you applied to the NRF, MRC or other funding agencies for funding for this project for 2024?


Yes 
No 
To which agency did you apply?  
If you answered No to the question above, please provide reasons why you did not apply:

3.1 New project (please note that reviewers will pay particular attention to the proposal, and require that the methodology to be employed is clearly outlined)
Background (In not more than two pages clearly explain the background to your project, and justify the scientific basis for doing the project) You should motivate clearly the relevance and importance of the proposed study, as available funds are limited and can only be given to the highest scoring projects. 

Key background literature references. (Give full bibliographic details for up to ten key references)

Research Aims and Objectives 

(State the overall study aims and objectives) 

Protocol (In not more than two-three pages, describe how you intend to carry out the project)

3.2 
Project Team (Identify the staff and students who will be working/collaborating with you on the project, if known. Identify the institutions of any collaborators not from the University of the Witwatersrand).

	Name and Surname


	Institution
	Role in Project

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.3 
Overview of the applicant’s own research relevant to the project, and available infrastructure (Please describe any preliminary research data (if any), and the infrastructure directly available to the applicants and relevant to the project) 


3.4 
Expected Outputs, Outcomes and Plans for extension/continuation of the project in 2024 (we are not looking for a timeline, but rather how this project will contribute to development of an overall research programme of work). (This includes other objectives you want to address and how you plan to achieve them). (In not more than one page, state how you intend to advance your project in the following year/s)

SECTION 4 – ETHICAL AND BIOSAFETY CLEARANCE

Do you already have the University of the Witwatersrand ethical clearance for this project?       
Yes                  No  

If yes, give the clearance number

If you do not yet have clearance, to which Ethics committee will you be applying?

(Note that no funding will be released until you provide the Faculty’s Research Office with a clearance number)

If patients, or subjects, or patient/subject records or other data, or questionnaires, or human tissues, or vertebrate/cephalopod animals or their tissues, or cell lines, are involved in any way, but you believe that ethical clearance is not required, please provide a copy of a letter from the relevant ethics committee confirming that clearance is not required.


Does your project involve the use of recombinant DNA?
Yes           No 
According to the guidelines used by the University Biosafety Committee (which are the same as those of the National Institutes of Health in the USA), projects involving molecules of this type must be:

a) submitted for approval to the University Biosafety Committee;

b) carried out in a laboratory that has been inspected, and approved, for genetic experimentation).
Does your project have other biosafety hazards (e.g. use of live pathogenic organisms or dangerous pathogens) which may require attention by the University Biosafety Committee? 
Yes 
             No
If your answer to either of the above questions is yes, submit, as an attachment, evidence that you have addressed the issues with the University Biosafety Committee.
(Application forms for experimentation involving recombinant DNA, or a biosafety hazards are available from the office of the Deputy Registrar (Academic & Research) 10th Floor, Senate House)
(Note that projects involving ionising radiation may be conducted only in facilities approved for that purpose)

SECTION 5 – BUDGET
5.1
Project costs

(Please submit realistic estimates of FULL project costs you are requesting (R70 000.00 maximum for each project). The Committee will not consider applications without a breakdown of expenses.
	Operating funds (please itemize)
	Rands

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Subtotal
	

	Capital costs (please itemize)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Subtotal
	

	Grand total                                                                        
	


5.2 Budget Motivation (Please provide a motivation for the budgeted personnel and all other costs). If your budget is higher than the amount available and you do not have other sources of funding, please provide a motivation that details how you will adjust your project to suit the available funding. 

5.3  Funding from external sources
(Please list the funding you have requested or received, towards this project from science councils, e.g. MRC and NRF, other agencies and the private sector, for 2024)
	Year
	Source
	Requested
	Received



	
	
	
	


5.4 Information on previous Wits Health Sciences Seed Funding applications 

Have you applied previously for the Wits Health Sciences Seed Funding? Yes          No 


If yes, were you awarded funding? Yes            No 


If yes, in which year were you awarded funding? 
If yes, have you attached a one-page progress report to this application (this is a requirement if you have been funded before)? Yes            No 

SECTION 6 AUTHENTICATION  
(All applications require signatures at 6.1 and at 6.3 and 6.4. Staff who are members of recognized entities require a signature at 6.2 as well)

6.1
Applicant: 
I certify that the information I have given in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge.


Signature







    Date
6.2
Research entity: (for applicants who are staff members of a recognised entity).
The applicant is a member of staff attached to my research entity, and joined the entity as a staff member in                
         (Year)
The project falls within the mandate of the entity, and, if funded, will be able to be carried out within the entity. I recommend the application.


Print name: Head of Entity


Signature: Head of entity





 Date

6.3
Department: (for applicants from Schools with Departments).
The project is compatible with the Department’s research enterprise, and will be able to be carried out, if funded. I recommend the application


Print name: Head of Department



Signature: Head






  Date


6.4 School (or Assistant Dean: Research, if applicant is Head of School)
The project is compatible with the School’s research enterprise, and will be able to be carried out, if funded. I recommend the application.


Signature: Head of School/ Assistant Dean


  Date
(In Schools which have Departments, the application must be signed by the Head of the Department and Head of School). 
Submit this application electronically to:
Mr. M. Meela
E-mail: Moraba.Meela@wits.ac.za 
Phone: 011 717 2023
Family name:
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